
 
CCSD Full-Time Virtual Academy 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
 
Charleston County School District (CCSD) will offer a Full-time Virtual Academy during the 
2020-2021 school year. As a full-time online public Kindergarten-12th grade program, the CCSD 
Full-Time Virtual Academy (VA) offers comprehensive, tuition-free learning for all students registered 
in a Charleston County School District school. The program is designed as an alternative to the 
traditional brick-and-mortar school setting and offers a viable option to serve the K-12 educational 
needs of a student for the next school year.  
 
To express interest in enrolling your child, complete the CCSD Full-Time VA Interest form, 
accessible at www.ccsdschools.com on the home page by July 26, 2020, so CCSD staff can capture 
additional information and provide final enrollment information. Enrollment for the CCSD VA 
program opens in late July for the upcoming school year. Information about the final enrollment 
process will be available on the CCSD website. 

 

1. How will the CCSD Virtual Academy function differently from the virtual learning process 
that occurred in the spring?  

Elementary School 
For students in grades K-5, the CCSD Virtual Academy (CCSD VA) daily schedule is set up much like 
a school day. A certified teacher provides instruction through a combination of scheduled live 
video-conferencing sessions (in which a teacher teaches a group of students at the same time or 
synchronously online); recorded video lessons; virtual conferences with each student individually; and 
independent online work assignments (which can be completed at different times prior to the due 
date, or asynchronously) appropriate for the grade level.  
 
During class-time, your child will be able to meet with classmates, participate in activities, and build 
relationships with their teachers and peers. Elementary students will engage in core content (Math, 
ELA, Science, Social Studies) developed by a global provider (Florida Virtual) with a history of 
high-quality online learning curriculum. Teachers will work to align the CCSD math and phonics 
curriculum in the lower elementary grades. Students will experience real-life applications and activities, 
enabling them to develop independence as they progress through each lesson. The school week will 
also include rotating small group direct instruction and reinforcement, Social Emotional Learning 
check-ins, and pre-scheduled one-on-one individual virtual conferencing for those who qualify for 
additional services. Appropriate breaks will be scheduled throughout the virtual day. Teachers will 
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have office hours to conference with students and respond to students’ and parents’ emails or phone 
calls. 
 
Middle School: 
For students in grades 6-8, their virtual day will also operate with a daily synchronous instruction on 
specific core subjects but will offer more flexibility for students to complete work on their own 
schedule. According to the assigned course, there may be live pre-scheduled class meetings (possibly 
in an alternating day schedule or a particular time each day), or through assigned recorded 
modules/lessons available to view during the day. In some courses, the course delivery may be in a 
completely online format and a certified teacher meets with students in small groups or individually to 
review work and monitor students’ progress through the content.  Teachers will have office hours to 
conference with students and respond to students’ and parents’ emails or phone calls. 
 
High School:  
High school students will be scheduled in four semester-long courses, possibly five courses if two are 
A day /B day courses, to align with the courses they were pre-scheduled during their 2019-2020 
Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP). Students will engage with their home school counselor and a 
CCSD Virtual Facilitator to register for a full schedule of courses aligned with their past academic 
performance level and to ensure completion of all required courses for on-time graduation. If the 
student is new to CCSD, an official transcript review will be required to ensure appropriate placement 
and alignment with previous courses.  
 
Online courses will be selected from Edgenuity, SC Virtual, CCSD SC Virtual Franchise offerings, 
Additionally, a student may be able to take a Trident Technical College Dual Enrollment course if he 
or she has demonstrated prior academic performance necessary to take college-level work in high 
school. Scheduling for an approved Dual Enrollment course will be at the expense of the student. 
Students who meet district graduation requirements are able to receive a diploma from their enrolled 
neighborhood school. 
 
2. What grades does the CCSD Virtual Academy serve?  
CCSD VA will serve students in five-year-old Kindergarten through 12th grade. 

3. Can I wait to make my decision once I know what regular school will look like on the first 
day?   

The district will finalize its comprehensive re-opening plan on July 20 during the scheduled Board 
meeting. Parents should express interest by July 26, 2020. The district will follow-up with families who 
have completed the Interest Form after July 26, 2020, to begin the enrollment process. To plan well, 
we need to commit teachers and other resources to provide the best experience for those who enroll 
in the CCSD VA program. Thus, we are asking families to consider enrolling their children in the 
Virtual Academy for the full year. Yet, we will allow families to transfer at the end of each semester in 
high school to ensure they complete courses and earn credit. Elementary and middle school students 
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can consider enrolling or transferring at the end of each quarter when assessments have been 
completed.  
 
4. Can I leave the CCSD VA program if I don’t like it?  
The decision to enroll in CCSD VA will require a commitment of a minimum of one semester for 
high school students (and middle school students who are enrolled in a high school level course) and 
for one quarter for elementary and middle school students. As stated previously, we encourage 
families to allow students to remain enrolled for the full year. Given the disruption in learning last 
year, we want to ensure consistency for students and minimize any additional gaps in learning.  
 
5. Will CCSD VA students be provided a laptop for the school year?  
CCSD will provide a district laptop to any student who enrolls in CCSD VA. Once the student’s 
enrollment is confirmed, arrangements will be made to issue a device before the first day of school. 
The device must be returned to CCSD at the end of the 2020-2021 school year. Students and parents 
will be expected to abide by the district's most current Internet Safety and Acceptable Use of 
Technology and Academic Integrity Policies. 
 
6. How do students get any other supplies or any required textbooks? 
If additional textbooks or other supplies are found necessary, we will communicate through the 
assigned K-5 teacher or the assigned CCSD VA Facilitator for grades 6-12.  We are making every 
effort to use digital textbooks, available. Additional information will be provided before the first day 
of classes. 
 
7. Is the CCSD VA option available for students who do not have internet access at home?   
CCSD VA will offer support to families who have communicated a need for assistance to support 
their child’s access to the internet, if not available at home. CCSD may be able to provide a portable 
WIFI device, however, because there is not 100% cell phone network coverage in the geographic areas 
of the school district, parents should note that these devices may not work or may not allow for 
streaming video. 
 
8. How much does the program cost?  
CCSD Full-Time Virtual Academy is free for students who reside in Charleston County. 
 
9. What calendar will the program follow?  
Students will follow the CCSD enrollment calendar of 180 instruction days and observe all holidays. 
CCSD VA students will begin classes on the first day of the CCSD district school calendar. If the 
CCSD district school calendar is updated system-wide, the VA calendar may adjust.  The CCSD VA 
and CCSD schools are part of the state’s eLearning initiative which means instruction will continue 
even if the district is closed due to inclement weather. 
 
10. Will I lose my magnet/school choice seat if I choose this option?  



No, you will not lose your magnet seat to return for 2021-2022. In this launch year of CCSD VA, 
students who are currently registered to attend a CCSD magnet school and opt to enroll in the virtual 
academy for the school-year 2020-2021, will have the option to return to the magnet school in the 
2021-2022 school year. Students will be required to confirm their return to the magnet school at a 
designated date before the close of the School-Choice application process in January 2021. The 
magnet schools will not hold the seat for more than one full school year.   
 
A CCSD Charter school student should consult with the school administration for more information 
about holding their seat. Students currently attending a Charter school not affiliated with CCSD, a 
private school, or another public full-time online school will need to verify with their current school if 
they can return to the school after the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Magnet school seats may not hold seats for students who withdraw from CCSD in order to 
homeschool during the 2020-2021 school year. All magnet students must maintain an active 
registration in a CCSD school during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
11. May I enroll if I attended a private, home school, or a school in another county last year?  
Any school-aged student who resides with a parent or legal guardian in Charleston County may enroll 
in CCSD VA. Students who were not enrolled in a CCSD school in the 2019-2020 school year, will 
need to register now as a new CCSD student before they can be scheduled in CCSD VA. All 
interested families should complete the interest form before June 26, 2020, to be considered for the 
CCSD VA, even if their registration as a new student to the district has not been completed. Yet, the 
enrollment process will only be completed when your child has registered to attend a CCSD school, 
which will be your home school.  
  
12. Can my student return to the brick and mortar school when COVID-19 related concerns 
and social distancing restrictions improve?  
Because CCSD VA requires teachers and other resources, we are asking parents to commit to a 
full-year of virtual instruction. Yet, there will be an option for high school students to transfer back at 
the end of the semester, or for elementary and middle school students to transition at the end of each 
quarter.  
 
13. Can you place my child in a class with their friends or former classmates? 
No; CCSD VA students will be assigned to a grade-level cohort and to classes with students who also 
applied and committed to the year. 
 
14. Are all courses offered in the virtual program? 
We are doing our best to offer every course the brick and mortar schools offer; however, some 
courses will not be offered due to the hands-on nature of the course or due to state restrictions. If a 
student has a course on their schedule that cannot be offered, parents will be contacted so they can 
decide on an alternative.. In addition, Career & Technology Education, Project Lead the Way, 
specialized curriculum that involves demonstration of mastery classes, such as those at the Centers for 



Advanced Studies or Charleston School of the Arts, may not be offered online due to the structure of 
those classes and certification requirements. We will consider all possible options for how to support 
students as much as we can, but some courses may not be feasible.  
 
15. How are students selected for CCSD VA?  
Any student who applies will be accepted into the program. There is no lottery process. Students 
should complete the initial interest form by July 26, 2020.  A signed enrollment confirmation form will 
be required to begin the scheduling process. 
 
16. What about Special Education? Can a student with an IEP or 504 attend the CCSD VA?  
Yes; if you are interested in the CCSD VA, please submit your interest form. Your child’s IEP team or 
504 committee will meet to review the goals, services, and/or individual accommodations that will be 
necessary to support your child’s unique needs and whether that is possible through a virtual program. 
Ultimately the IEP team is responsible for making determinations about goals, services, and 
accommodations  
 
17. Will Gifted and Talented services still be offered in CCSD VA?  
Yes; CCSD will offer Gifted and Talented services to students who qualify. We are currently working 
with the GT department for instruction on how services can be provided in small groups virtually. In 
some cases, if the number of students in a specific grade level supports a special class model 
(purposeful grouping of all or a majority of gifted students in one class to allow for a deeper level of 
instruction and collaboration across the class), assignments may be made in a special class model. 
Middle and high school students will be served in at least one-honors-level course. 
 
18. Will students be eligible to participate in high school athletics while enrolled in CCSD VA? 
The SC High School League has strict policies regarding a student’s eligibility to participate in a high 
school athletic team. If the student has participated in an organized CCSD high school athletics 
program in the past school year (2019-2020), did not move out of the zone of their zoned high school, 
and they continue to be registered at that high school school, they may be eligible to continue to 
participate in the specific athletic program. If a student recently registered to a new CCSD high school 
as their home school in order to be eligible to enroll in CCSD VA and competed with a private or 
charter school team last year, the student may not be eligible to participate in the school’s athletic 
program in the same sport(s) in which they previously competed. We encourage parents and students 
to contact the athletic director at the zoned high school to confirm athletic eligibility. 
 
19. Can they participate in extracurricular activities? 
Yes; CCSD VA students may participate in non-athletic team extracurricular activities at the base 
school where they are enrolled. 
 


